


IMPORTAHT

aovERNMBNT OF NATIONAL cAplTAL TBRRITORy OF DELHI
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT

(cO-ORDlmTION BRANCH)
DEI,HI SECRETARIAT, I.P. ESTATE, NEW I)ELHI-110002

F5i3|78fl|QAD|C;IN/2;fy26|44oT

To

Dated: 28.07.2026

All Addl. Chief Secretaries/ Pr. Secretaries/ Secretaries/HODs/

Heads of Autonomous Bodies/ Undertakings/Local Bodies,

Government of NOT of Delhi.

Subject: Orders relatlpg to 8lngivg or playing of the National Song and
the National Anthem of India - leg.

Madam/Sir,

I am directed to forward herewith a copy of the letter No.14/2/2025-

Public dated 09.07.2026 from Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India

on the subject cited above, for information and compliance.

This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority.

Yours faithfully,

PRADEEP TAYAL
JOINT SECRETARY (GAD)

Encl.: As above.
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No. 14/2/2025-Public
Government of Indiaoharat Sarkar
nistry of Home Affairs/Grih Mantralaya

LOK NIL
D,'ary-..,.

OaiecL.

Public Section
*****

Kartavya Bhawan-3, New Delhi
Dated the  9th July, 2026

il  3  JUL   2ds

The Chief Secretaries/Administrators of all State Governments/
UT Administrations;
and
The Secretaries of all Ministries/Departments of Govt. of lndia.

Orders relating to singing or playing of the National Song and the
National Anthem of India - reg.

Fblr,
Government of India has time to time issued Orders relating to the National

Anthem and National Song of India. Copies of the Orders relating to National Song
and National Anthem are enclosed herewith at Annexure - I and Annexure -11
respectively, for strict compliance.

2.        These orders contain exhaustive list of occasions, on whichthe National song
and the N onal Anthem of India shall be played or sung. It also lists the occasions,

the National Song and National Anthem may be sung or played. These
ntain list of occasions on which both the National Song and the

shall ba.g or played two times i.e. both at the beginning and at

rence, it is also stated that the Para IV (2) of the Orders relating to
EL8 (Annexure -I) spec.iEies that - `When the National Song and the
nthern are sung or played, Nationq,I .Sore.g will be sung or played first'.

In some of the States, State Song is also sung and played along with National
thenINational Song. It is

SongINational An

A ct  (a PrD,

stated that whenever State Song is sung or played with
both the Natio.nal Song and National Anthem shall\r"5fat   sojasng
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be sung or played together; and National Song will be sung or played first followed
by National Anthem.

4.        It is to be noted that while singing or playing National song and National

Anthem,   their   correct   script/text   and   diction/pronunciations   should   be

followed strictly.  For the facilitation of all the authorities and the general masses,

it is stated that-

(a).     The correct scriptltext of the National song and the National Anthem,

as contained in the Orders relating to National Song and National Anthem

(Annexure -I and Annexure -11) are also available on the website of Ministry

of Home Affairs at https://www.mha.gov.in/en/documents/national-flag-

emblem-anthem.

(b).     The  correct  dictio'n/pronunciations  of  the  National   Song  and  the

National Anthem are also made available on the website of Ministry of Home

Affairs  at  https://www.mha.gov.in/en/documents/national-flag-emb]em-

anthem,

5.        It is requested that suitable instructions in this regard may please be issued to
all    concerned    institutions/organisations   under   your   jurisdiction,    for    strict
compliance.

Yours faithfully

Joint Secretary to the Govt. of India
Enc]os_ures

1. Orders relating to National Song of India (Annexure - I).
2. Orders relating to National Anthem of India (Armexure -11).



\\

`tb.+          .

Copy to

i.      President's seoretariat, Rashtrapati Bhawan, New Delhi.
2.       Vice-President's secretariat, New Delhi.
3.       Prime Minister's office, Seva Teerth, New Delhi.
4.      Cabinet secretariat, Seva Teerth, New Delhi.
5.      Office of all Governors.
6.       Election commission of lndia, New Delhi.
7.      Lok sabha secretariat, New Delhi.
8.      Rajya sabha secretariat, NewDelhi.
9.      Registrar, Supreme court of lndia, New Delhi.
10.    AllHighcourts.
11.    Office of comptroller and Auditor General of lndia, New Delhi.
12.    The union public service commission, New Delhi.
13.    Central vigilance commission, New Delhi.
14.    NITI Aayog, Yojana Bhawan, New Delhi.
15.    All attached & Subordinate offices of the Ministry of Home Affairs.
16.     20 Sparecopies.
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Annexure-I

ORDERS RELATING T0 THE NATIONAL SONG OF INDIA

The  National  Song  of India  is  played  or  sung  on  various
occasions. The following instructions are being issued, for general
information and guidance on the official version of the National
Song, the occasions on` which the Song is to be played or sung,
and about the need for pa.ying respect to  the  National Song by
observance of proper decorum on such occasions:

I. THE NATIONAL SONG - OFFICIAL VERSION

(1)      The   song   Vande   Mataram'   whtten   by   Shri   Bankim
Chandra Chatterjee is known as `National Song'. The lyrics of the
National Song Vande Mataram' are as follows:

Vande Mataram, Vande Mataram.
Sujalalp suphalam malayaja-sheetalam,
Sh asya-Shyamalam M ataralp.
Vande Mataram.

Shubhra-jyotsna pulakita-yamineerp ,
Phulla-kusumita druma-dala-shobhineem ,
Suhasineem sumadhura-bhashineem ,
Sukhadam varadarn Mataral¥i.
Vande Mataram.

Koti-koti kantha kal-kal ninada karale,
Koti-koti bhuj airdhrita kharkarvale ,
Ke bole Ma tumi abale,
Bahubaladharipeeng namami taripeem,
Ripudala-varipeeng Mataraxpi.
Vande Mataram.

Tumi vidya, tumi dharma,
Turni hrdi, tumi marma,
Tvaxp hi prapah shareere
Bahute tumi Ma shakti,
Hrdaye tumi Ma bhakti,



Tomaral pratima gadi mandire-mandire.
Vande Mataram.

'I\7api hi Durga dasha-praharapa-dharinee,

Kamala kamala-dala-viharipee ,
Vapee vidya-dayinee ,
Namami tva]p namami kamalam,
Amalaln atulang,
Sujalam suphalam Matarap.
Vande Mataram.

Shyamalang saralaqu susmitam bhiishifam,
Dharapeem bharapeerp Matarap.
Vande Mataram, Vande Mataram.

(2)      'The playing time  of the  National Song is approxinately 3
minutes 10 seconds.

11. PLAYING OF THE NATIONAL SONG

(1)      'The official version of the National song shall be played on
the following occasions:

(i)   Civil lnvestitues;
(ii) On arrival of the President at formal State functions and

other functions onganized ty the Government, and on his
departure from such functions;

(iii) Immediately before and after the President addresses the
Nation over All India Radio and Television;

(iv) On arrival of the Governor/ Lieutenant Governor at fomal
State functions within his State/Union Territory and on
his departure from such functions;

(v)  When the National FTag is brought on parade.

#L;chT:£e¥£tfoo:SIC:so:ges£€3#ebdebpyLaHeedGoonveaHnoe::rof:::=£:n,for

(3)     When the National song is played by a band, t'he song will be
preceded by a roll of drums to assist the audience to know that the
National Song is going to be played, unless there is some other
speciflc indication that the Natio`nal Song is about to be played, as
for example, when fanfares are sounded before the National Song
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is played. The duration of the roll, in terms of marching drill, will
be 7 paces in slow march. The roll will start slowly, ascend to as
loud a volume as possible and then gradually decreases to original
softness, but remaining audible until the seventh beat. One beat
rest will then be observed before commencing the National Song.

Ill. MASS SINGING OF THE NATIONAL SONG

(I)         The  official version  of the  National  song  shall be played
accompanied by mass singing on the following occasions:

(i)    On   the   unfurling   of  the   National   Flag,   on   cultural
occasions  or  ceremonial  functions  other  than  parades.
(This could be arranged by having a choir of adequate size,
suitably stationed, which would be trained to coordinate
its singing with the band etc. There should be an adequate
public audition  system so that the gathering in various
enclosures can sing in unison with the choir; and printed
lyrics of the official version of the National Song may be
circulated amongst the participants, wherever required).

(ii)    On arrival of the President at any Government or Public
function (but excluding formal State functions) and also
immediately before his departure from such functions.

(2)       On  all  occasions,  when  the  National  Song  is  sung,  the
official version only shall be recited in mass singing.

(3)     .  The   National  Song  may  be   sung  on  occasions  which,
although  not st^rictly ceremonial,  are  nevertheless invested with
significance because of the presence of Ministers etc. The singing
of  the  National  Song  on  such  occasions  (with  or  without  the
accompaniment of instruments) accompanied by mass singing is
desirable.

(4)          It is not possible to give an exhaustive list of occasions on
which the singing (as distinct from playing) of official version of the
National Song can be permitted. But there is no objection to the
singing of the National Song accompanied by mass singing so long
as it is done with due respect as a salutation to the motherland
and proper decorum is maintained.
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(3)     `The occasions on which the full version or the short version
will be   played have been indicated at the  appropriate places  in
these instructions.

11. pLA¥ING oF THE ANTHEnd

1:ho#;eg 8:::::::a:::;:::::+?n  °f  the  Anthem  shall  be  played  on   the

(i)      Civil and Military investitures;

(ii)     When National Salute (which means the Command for
Rashtriya     Salute     -      Salami     Shastr'     to     the
accompaniment  of  the  National  Anthem  is  given)  on
ceremonial   occasions   to   the   FTesident   or   to    the
Governor/Ijieutenant  Governor  within  their respective
States/ Union Territories;

(iii)    During.  parades  -  irrespective  of whether  any  of  the
dignitaries refemed to in (ii) above is present or not;

(iv)    On  arrival  of the  President  at  formal  State  functions
and other functions onganized by the Government and
mass   functions   and   on   his   departure   from   such
functions;

(v)     Immediately  before  and  after  the  FTesident addresses
the Nation over All India Radio;

twi)    On  arrival  of  the   Governor/Lieutenant  Governor   at
formal State fLmctions within his State/Union Territory
and on his departure from such functions;

(vii)   When the National Flag is brought on parade;
(viii)  When the Regimental Colours are presented;
(ix)    F`or hoisting of colours in the Na.vy.

£2i}inEieg tsoba°s¥s ferrfe]:°s%es°.f  the  Anthem  shall  be  played  when

S3p)ecTfieofaeTseEa::#eebnei:ifayeeddb°ynth=yG%#ee::CecnatsL:°fn[Lfdofra.Which

(4)   Nomally  the  Anthem  shall  not  be  played  for  the  Prime
Minister, though there may be special occasions when it may be
played.

(5)   When the National Anthem is played by a band, the Anthem
will be preceded by a roll of drums to assist the audience to know
that the  National Anthem is going to be played, unless there  is
some other specific indication that the National Anthem is about
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to be pla.yed,  as for example, when fanfares are  sounded befoi9
the National Anthem is played, or when toasts are drunk to  the
accompaniment  of the  National  Anthem  or  when  the  NaLtional
Anthem  constitutes  the  National  Salute  given  by  a  Guard  of
Honour. The duration of the roll, in terms of marching drill, will
be 7 paces in slow march. The ron will start slowly, ascend to as
loud  a  volume  as  possible  and  then  gradually  decreases   to
original  softness,  but remaining audible until the  seventh beat.
One  beat  rest  will  then  be  observed,  before  commencing  the
National Anthem.

Ill. MASS SINGING OF THE ANTHEM

(1)       The fun version of the Anthem shall be pla.yed accompanied
by mass singing, on the fouowing occasions:

(i)      On  the  unfurling  of  the  National  Flag,   on  cultural
occasions or ceremonial functions other than parades.
(This could be arranged by having a choir or adequate
size,   suitably  stationed,  which  would  be  trained  to
coordinate its singing with the band etc. There should
be  an  adequate  pubfic  a.udition  system  so  that  the
gathering in various enclosures can sing in unison with
the choir) ;

(ii)    On arrival of the president at any Government or public
function  (but  excluding  formal  State  functions  and
mess   functions),   and   also   immediately   before   his
departure from such functions.

(2)        On  all occasions when the  National Anthem  is  sung,  the
full version only shall be recited in mass singing.

(3)       The  Anthem  may  be  sung  on  occasions,  which  althouch
not    strictly    ceremonial,     are    nevertheless    invested    with
significance because of the presence of Ministers etc. The singing
of   the   Anthem   on   such   occasions   (with   or   without   the
accompaniment of an instniments) accompanied by mass singing
is desirable.

(4)        It is not possible to give an exhaustive list of occasions on
which the singing (as distinct from playing) of the Anthem can be
permitted. But there is no objection to the singing of the Anthem
accompanied  by  mass  singing  so  long  as  it  is  done  with  due
respect as a salutation to the motherland and proper decorum is
maintained.



(5)          In all schools, the day's work may begin with community
singing  of the  National  Song.  School  authorities  should  make
adequate   provision  in  their  programmes  for  popularising  the
singing  of the  National  Song,  National  Anthem  and  promoting
respect for the National Flag among students.

IV. GENEEL

(1)       Whenever the official version of the National song is sung
or played, the audience shall stand to attention. However, when in
the  course  of a newsreel  or  documentary  the  National  Song is
played as a part of the film, it is not expected of the audience to
stand, as  standing may interrupt the exhibition of the film and
may create disorder and confusion rather than add to the dignity
of the National Song.

(2)       When the National song and the National Anthem are sung
or played, National Song will be sung or played first.

*****
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Anninre`-II
ORDERS RELATING TO THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 0F INDIA

The National Anthem of India is played or sung on various
occasions. Instructions have been issued from time to time about
the correct versions of the Anthem, the occasions on which these
are to be played or sung, and about the need for paying respect to
the Anthem by observance of proper decorum on such occaLsions.
'Ihe  substance  of these  instructions  has  been  embodied in  this

information sheet for general information and guidance.

I.   THE NATIONAL ANTHEM - FULL AND SHORT VERSIONS

(1)     The  composition  consisting of the  words  and  music of the
first stanza of the late poet Rabindra Nath Tagore's song ]mown as
`Jana-Gana-Mana'  is  the  National  Anthem  of India.  It  reads  as
follows:

Jana-gapa-mama-adhinayaka j aya he
Bharata-bhagya-vidhafa.
Panjaba-Sindhu-Gujarata-Maratha
Dravida-Utkala-Banga
Vindhya-Himachala-Yamuna-Ganga
uchchhala-jaladhi-taranga
Tava shubha nine jags, tava shubha aashish mange,
gche tava jaya-gatha.
Jana-gapa-mangala-dayaka j. aya he
Bharata-bhagya-vidhata.
Jaya he, Jaya he, Jaya he,

`   Jayajayajayaja.ya he.

The above is the full version of the Anthem and its playing
time is approximately 52 seconds.

(2)     A short version  consisting of the first  and last lines  of the
National Anthem is also played on certain occasions. It reads  as
follows:

Jana-gapa-nana-adhinayaka j. aya he
Bhalata-bhagya-vidhafa.
Jaya he, Jaya he, Jaya he,
Ja.yajayajayajayahe.

Playing time of the short version is about 20 seconds.
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(5)    , In  all  schools,  the  da.y's  work  may begin with  community
singing of the Anthem.  School authorities should make adequate
provision in their programmes for popularising the singing of the
Anthem  and  promoting  respect  for  the  National  Flag  among
students.

IV. PLAYING OF FOREIGN ANTHEMS

(1)    At  receptions  to  foreign  dignitaries  in  India  at  which  the
giving of National Salute has been prescribed,  full version of the
National  Anthem  of  the  visiting  dignitary's  country  should  be
played first, followed by the full version of the National Anthem of
India.

(2)    At  dramatic,  film  or  other  cultural  festivals  organised by  a
diplomatic or consular representative of a foreign country in India,
the  National  Anthem  of the  foreign  country  concerned  may  be
pla.yed  with  the  National  Anthem  of India.  The  foreign  Anthem
should be played first followed immediately by the Indian Anthem.

(3)    At  functions  arranged  by  foreign  Missions  for  celebrating
their National Days,  the National Anthem of the country holding
the  f`mction rna.y be  pla.yed  or sung.  On theses occasions if the
President of India is represented by a Chief Guest not below the
rank of a Cabinet Minister of the Central Government or by the
Lieutenant Governor of Delhi (if the function is held in Delhi)  the
National  Anthem  of  India  rna.y  be  played  first  followed  by  the
playing   of  the   National  Anthem  of  the   country  hosting   the
function.  This  procedure  will  also  be  followed  if  the  function
includes proposing of the toasts to Heads of States i.e. the Indian
Anthem  should be  played  immediately after the  toast has been
proposed to the President of India, and the National Anthem of the
foreign  country  should  be  played  immediately  after  the  toast  to
Head  of that  country  is  proposed.  In  case  National  Anthem  of
India and of the country hosting the function have been played at
the  beginning of the  function,  there will be  no  need to  play the
Anthem of either or both the countries if any toasts are proposed.

Note: When  the  National  Anthem  is  required  to  be  played
immediately before or after the National Anthem of a foreign
country, as lard down in Section IV above, there should be no
simultaneous   singing  of  the   National  Anthem.   However,
mass  singing  of the  National  Anthem  should  be  required,
when it is played immediately before or after the Anthem of
another country in the event that the visiting dignitary and
his delegation are singing their own National Anthem.



V.   GENERAL '2_

(1)     Whenever the Anthem is sung or played, the audience shall
stand to attention. However, when in the course of a newsreel or
documentary the Anthem is played as a part of the film, it is not
expected of the audience to stand, as standing may intermpt the
exhibition  of  the  film  and  rna.y  create  disorder  and  confusion
rather than add to the dignity of the Anthem.

(2)     As in the case of the flying of the National Flag, it has been
left to the good sense of the people not to indulge in indiscriminate
singing or playing of the Anthem.

*****
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